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	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	Animals  

	Unit Summary

	The students will spend two weeks learning about animals. They will read books about animals, do activities that relate to animals, and compare animals and their habitats. 

	Subject Area

	Animal week will involve math, literacy, and social and emotional development. 

	Grade Level or Target Audience 

	Preschool (3 -5 year olds) 

	Approximate Time Needed 

	10 30 minute lessons, 2 weeks 

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks (Training/Organizational Benchmarks)

	Math 
        I.1c. Student counts objects with understanding.  

        I.2b. Student combines and names how many. 
        I.3b. Student uses one-to-one correspondence when counting objects. 
Literacy
        I.1b. Student represents feelings and ideas through movement. 

      III.1b. Student listens responsively to books and stories. 
Science
       II.1b. Student uses one or more senses to observe the natural world. 
       II.2a. Student asks questions about the natural world. 
Social and Emotional Development
        I.1b. Student develops personal preferences. 
Physical Development
        I.2a. Student performs fine motor tasks. 
        I.3b. Student exhibits body awareness. 
        I.3c. Student exhibits spatial awareness.

	Student/Learner Objectives  (Learning Outcomes)

	*We are learning to identify animals in the wild.  
*We are learning to sort animals by wild or pet. 
*We are learning to make our own animal habitat. 
*We are learning to count a group of animals.

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	What are the characteristics of animals?

	
	Unit Questions
	What animals can you find in the wild? 
What colors make up certain animals? 
What do animals need to survive?

	
	Content Questions
	Is ______ a pet or wild animal?
How do you take care of a pet? 

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before unit work begins

Students work on projects, learning activities, and complete tasks

After project work / learning activities are completed

· End of 2nd quarter Benchmarks (Colors, Shapes, Counting, Letters, Numbers).
· Background knowledge beforehand.
· KWL Charts throughout week. 
· 1-on-1 teacher assessment during small group time. 
· January Benchmarks (Colors, Shapes, Counting, Letters, Numbers). 
· 1-on-1 teacher assessment during small group time. 


	Assessment Summary

	I will meet with each student at least 2 times a week to check-in on their progress with the given objectives and standards. As a whole class we will be doing group discussions and charting to reflect on our learning. At the end of the month I will benchmark the kids to see their progress over the whole month. 



	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	No background knowledge needed. 

	Instructional Procedures

	Day 1
-read Animal A-Z  
-as a class, list Pets on chart paper 
-choose a pet and color, add it to our class book

Day 2
-read The Best Pet Ever 
-graph our class favorite pet
-find a fiction and non-fiction picture of favorite pet
Day 3
-read Rumble in the Jungle 
-list wild animals on chart paper
-cut out non-fiction pictures of wild animals 
Day 4
-read Dear Zoo  
-animals that live in the zoo (caged animals)  
-make an animal cage 
Day 5
-read Wild About Books 
-compare pets and wild animals 
-pet vs. wild animal cut and paste
*Introduce Wild Animal PowerPoint Game (PowerPoint is on classroom blog under Week 7/8) 
-this can be done during center time as a Smart Board Center 
+students’ job is to drag animals under pet or wild animal 
Day 6
-read Swing, Slither, or Swim
-animal habitats in the wild (brief overview with pictures)
-animal/habitat match 
Day 7
-re-read Swing, Slither, or Swim 
-chart animal habitats in the ocean

-animal sort (land or water) 
Day 8
-read About Birds 
-animals with wings
-individual animals with wings sort
Day 9
-read Are You My Mother? Dr. Seuss 
-animal moms and babies match
-individual mom and baby match
Day10 
-re-read Are You My Mother? Dr. Seuss 
-non-fiction picture match of moms and babies
-individual assessment (picture match) 

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students

	My special needs student will need extra time to complete assignments and tasks. I will have my para work 1-on-1 with them. 

	
	Nonnative Speakers 


	ESL students will be given pictures to help with the learning process. They will be given extra time and extra attention. 

	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	My fast learners will be challenged with a harder task. They will be expected to try it alone without help. 

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Smart Phone 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mobile Devices 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chromebook/Laptop
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Audio Tools (microphone, headsets, etc.)      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Response Devices
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      


	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web 2.0 Tools      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web 3.0 Tools      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other Online Tools      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Tools 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Editing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer Operating System Required      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Presentation Software 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Audio Editing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mobile Device OS Required      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Compatible Web Browsers      


	Technology Integration
	Students will be watching several YouTube videos to go along with their learning. They will use the Smart Board for activities. Several songs and exercises will be done on the Smart Board. 

	Printed Materials
	A few printed materials will be used. 

	Supplies
	Construction paper, Ziplock bags, snow from outside (if possible), number lines, letters to manipulate, and crayons. 

	Internet Resources / Online Tools / Mobile Apps /Specific Software Needed
	*YouTube
*Starfall 

Animal Games 
http://animalgamesonline.com/animal-games/wild-animal-games 

PBS Kids Games
http://pbskids.org/games/animal/ 

*Animal Sort Game (on blog) 



	Other Resources
	Live view from the zoo 


Additional Unit Information
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